Stump appendicitis: a rare but important entity.
A case of right lower quadrant pain in a 35-year-old male who underwent an appendicectomy 14 years previously is presented. Recurrent appendicitis with perforation was noted in an appendiceal stump on exploratory laparotomy. Although rare, inlammation of the appendiceal stump can occur and is still an important clinical entity. It is difficult to diagnose pre-operatively. A wide spectrum of causes in the differential diagnosis of right lower quadrant pain of the abdomen and a previous appendicectomy in a patient's history may delay the diagnosis. Knowledge of the condition should permit the physician to make an early diagnosis and, thus, limit the resultant morbidity.